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RESIDENT FEATURE

Making a Positive Impact on our Community

By Genevieve Laucher, Photos by Hyunah Jang

ob and Megan Stephenson are a great team, both making a

positive impact on our community in different ways. Megan
is a doctor focusing on high-risk obstetrics and Rob volunteers
with several local organizations including the Veterans Memorial
Foundation, the Parks Commission, and more. Along with their three
daughters, they enjoy spending time with extended family, cooking,
and getting outdoors in beautiful Los Gatos.

Rob grew up in Texas and served in the Marine Corps for six years. He
was first stationed in southern Africa, which is where he met Megan
almost twenty years ago. Megan grew up in the Almaden area and
attended college at UC Santa Cruz. After college, she and her friend
moved to Africa to work at an HIV and AIDS hospice. She met Rob at
a medical clinic where she brought patients to get chest x-rays.

Megan and Rob had the opportunity to do some traveling in Africa
and Rob also helped Megan with her patients. She and her friend lived
in a small hut with a thatched roof next to the hospice, and Rob would
bring them supplies from town. They even got to put on a fireworks
show for the patients and really enjoyed getting to help them.
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Rob’s next post with the Marine Corps was in the Bahamas on
embassy duty. Megan returned to the U.S., and they got engaged.
She began working and applying to medical schools and also had
the chance to visit Rob during his two years in the Bahamas.
When he returned, they were married in July 2004 and then
moved to Irvine, where Megan attended medical school from
2004 through 2008. She then completed a four-year OB-GYN
residency until 2012 and a fellowship for maternal and fetal
medicine until 2015.

While Megan was completing medical school, her residency, and
fellowship, Rob worked between San Diego and Orange County
in the defense industry. They were in Irvine for eleven years. In
2015, they moved to Los Gatos to be closer to Megan’s family.
Megan started her work with Kaiser for a couple of years until
she and Rob made the decision to try something different and
move to Denver. However, they missed being close to family and
Megan’s work wasn’t the same, so they decided to return to Los
Gatos in 2018.



Back in Los Gatos, Megan picked back up with her work with Kaiser.
She works with women with high-risk pregnancies. She specializes
in cases of placenta accreta, which is a serious pregnancy condition
that puts the woman’s life at risk. Megan delivers the baby and then
has to perform a hysterectomy at the time of the c-section to save the
mother’s life. While this is a scary condition, fortunately, doctors are
getting better at diagnosing this earlier in the pregnancy so that the
mother and doctors can be prepared and see someone like Megan who
specializes in these types of pregnancies.

Megan hasn’t missed one of these cases that they’ve known about since
she started her work in 2015. She cares deeply about her patients and
comes in even when she’s not on call. She feels very supported, both by
her great team of people at the hospital, and at home by Rob and their
daughters. Her family knows this is what she is passionate about and
supports her work.

Robisa full-time dad and is very involved in the Los Gatos community.
He grew up in a small town and really likes that Los Gatos has a
small-town feel. This has to be fostered by civic organizations and it
is so important for residents to do their part. Rob got involved with
the Veterans Memorial Foundation in 2019 and is on the board of
directors. He was surprised to find out how many veterans there are
here in town. In addition to the memorial, he likes that the foundation
offers outreach and assistance to veterans and their families.

Through the Veterans Memorial Foundation, Rob met John Lochner,
who introduced him to the Lions Club. Rob started attending and
became a member and is now on the board of directors. The Lions
Club supports great causes such as CASSY (counseling and support
services for youth) which provides mental health services for schools,
sponsoring a family, and other fundraising activities.
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Continued from page 11

Rob also applied to the Parks Commission and is now the chair. He
works with Parks and Public Works Director Matt Morley, who does
a great job overseeing the many outdoor resources here in town. Rob
liked that the parks and trails could still be used during the pandemic
while following safety guidance from the county and state. The
Parks Commission also works on town projects, like renovating the
bandstand at Oak Meadow Park.
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Matt Morley told Rob about an opening on the board for Los Gatos -

The ever-evolving exhibition, SAWYER ROSE: Carrying Stones, Monte Sereno Safe Routes to School. With three young school age kids
will premier two sculptures, transitioning works in August who walk and bike to school, this initiative is particularly important
and November. Experience the show as it is now, and revisit on to Rob. The organization pays for crossing guards, provides biking
October 9th during our Free Museum Day. education, gives away helmets, and works on road striping to slow

down traffic near schools.

Join us for our programs featuring museum staff, o . .
the exh|b|t|0n ar“st and |Oca| Bay Area Creanves ROb and Megan IOVe Spendlng time Wlth thelr daughtel‘s. ROb COOkS

with them on weekdays and Megan takes over on the weekends.
They all love getting outdoors, hiking in Belgatos Park and Almaden
Quicksilver and taking little trips to Seacliff beach. They recently
returned from a trip to Maui, which was so nice especially after a year
spent mostly indoors. The Stephensons have a bulldog named Meatball

e Watercolor Workshop - July 17 & 24, 1-4pm

e Virtual Community Conversation - July 29, 5-6pm PDT

o WORK/Shift Program with Sawyer Rose - Sept. 19, 12:30-1:30pm
e Panel Discussion with Sawyer Rose - Nov. 13, 1-2pm

To schedule your visit and program registration: numulosgatos.org who joins them for walks when it’s not too hot. They also enjoy
Major support for NUMU's exhibition SAWYER ROSE: Carrying Stones provided by Sixense. With additional program Spending time with Megan’s family who live locaﬂy and ViSitiIlg Rob’s
support from The Town of Los Gatos, Jan Schwartz & Bob Baden, The Kelly Family, Wanda Kownacki, The Michael & fa_mﬂy in Texas when they can.

Alyce Parsons Foundation, County of Santa Clara Commission on the Status of Women, and The San Jose Woman's Club.

The Stephensons really enjoy being part of the Los Gatos community

P - with its great schools, beautiful parks, and all that it has to offer.
\ 1 ‘;I ‘ www.numulosgatos.org Residents like the Stephensons getting involved helps keep Los Gatos a
| ) 106 E Main St. Los Gatos, CA 95030 wonderful place to live!
NEW MUSE UM (408) 354-2646

Make sure you check cut
this PERFECT INVESTMENT
o'V FIRST TIME HOME
in Cambrian.

Spacious 3 bedroom, 2 bath
home with an expansive backyard.
Perfect to create your own lovely
landscaping. The ample hardwood
floor-styled Living Room is
great for entertaining.
Conveniently located close
to shopping, restaurants,
and Expressways.

THE TROLAN GROUP L
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KAREN & LINDSAY TROLAN
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