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"I've had the privilege to serve with amazing Americans from 
every possible ethnic, geographic, socioeconomic, religious, 
personality, and gender background - and a huge range of 
technical specialties, skills, and interests. The military brings 
all those people together in support of a common mission, in 
support of a common purpose.  When we get that right, it truly 
is the best of America.  It has been such an incredible privilege to 
be part of that, and I continue to learn from it every day.”

“It's also true that the closer one is to that sense of purpose, the 
mission, the better it is. I've never seen anything more innovative 
than a joint inter-agency special operations task force downrange in 
combat. The innovation and collaboration in harnessing diversity, 
speed of clarity and action, and integrity of thought that I've seen 
there is the best I've ever seen anywhere, in anything.  And at the 
same time, the Pentagon can be just like any other huge bureaucracy 
– only bigger.  The more one can tap into that sense of purpose 
and focus that comes from being close to something so critical that 
the noise of division and self-interest has to fade away, the better it 
is. My experience of that incredible innovation down range is not 
unique.  I’m sure that firefighters, health care workers, and others 
experience versions of it all the time. All Americans should be 
striving to bottle the best of that and incorporate it into our lives. I 
try to do that, to maintain that perspective, wherever I find myself."  

Veterans Day on the Horizon – 
With Veterans Day around the corner, Doug Beck has two messages 
for our community: "Point One: Our Veterans represent all of us and 
the best of us. The principles and skills that they have learned through 
their experience in uniform are assets that we need to leverage. If you 
don't have Veterans on your team, you need to hire some. Veterans 
understand teamwork, collaboration, hard work, values, leadership, 
and resilience, and those are all things we need on every team. Point 
Two: Many Veterans need help getting all of those skills and attributes 
in place in a context other than the defense of  our country.  They 
will get there, but sometimes someone needs to take a bet on them." 
Doug hesitated, and then solemnly shared, "And others need help of 
a different kind.  I just participated yesterday in another memorial 
service for a Veteran who chose to take his own life. Many Veterans I 
know have lost a friend in combat. But pretty much ALL the Veterans 
I know have lost someone they knew through suicide. And that's not 
just young Veterans or old Veterans; it includes everyone in between." 
And then Doug emphasized with emotion in his voice, "And that's on 
all of us. It's on all of us to care for people. To make it easier for our 
Veterans to know how to care for themselves. Especially right now, 
with so many people in isolation."

Appreciation for Community-
The Becks lost a family member to COVID-19.  In that regard, 
the pandemic hit home for them as it has for so many others.  As 
they celebrate Thanksgiving, they do so with gratitude for their 
health, family, home, and the ability to live in a place that feels safe 
and secure, something they genuinely wish for all people.  With a 
choked-up voice, Kim asserted, "There has been so much going on 
this year!  It almost feels painful to have the privileges we do."  Absent 
that ubiquity across all, the Becks are thankful to reside in a country 
that offers them the opportunity to help others along the way, so that 
perhaps those they assist on their journey may be able to share similar 
expressions of gratitude on future Thanksgiving holidays to come.

To learn about local initiatives that deliver honor and support 
to Veterans in our community, visit the Veterans Memorial & 

Support Foundation at www.honorAvet.org.
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Campbell Veterans Memorial  
Foundation Recognizes Jim Free

By Dan Furtado, Photo by Hyunah Jang

Jim is a Vietnam Veteran, serving in the U.S. Navy as a 
technician on guided surface to air missile defense systems 
aboard the USS Goldsborough, DDG-20, then a new class of 
guided missile destroyers.

Jim is the past President of the Campbell Kiwanis Club and 
was selected Kiwanian of the Year in 1999. In 2003 he was 
selected as the Campbell Chamber of Commerce Citizen of the 
Year.  In June 2013, the State of California Assemblyman Paul 
Fong, selected Jim as the Veteran of the Year for Assembly 
District 28.

Jim was asked to lead an effort to build a new Veterans 
Memorial in downtown Campbell. A committee was formed 
and was later incorporated as the Campbell Veterans Memorial 
Foundation, Inc., a non-profit corporation. He served as the 
President and C.E.O. of that corporation until 2015 and is 
now the Chairman Emeritus of the board.

The Campbell Chamber of Commerce held their annual 
Citizen of the Year recognition event this past June. Several 
Campbell service organizations and volunteer groups 
associated with the City also recognize a person who has made 
significant contributions to the local community. Jim was 
selected as Veteran of the Year for both his military service 
and contributions to both the Campbell Veterans Memorial 
Foundation and the Veterans Memorial and Support 
Foundation, serving Saratoga, Los Gatos, and Monte Sereno.  

For more information, please visit www.
campbellveteransmemorial.org and www.honoravet.org


