RESIDENT FEATURE

Oh Beautiful, For Spacious Skies

By Genevieve Laucher

Ed Vincent is a Saratoga
resident who not only
remembers World War II, but
served in the war as a pilot.
We are lucky to have such a
courageous man among us!

Ed grew up in Filer, Idaho, a
small town of one thousand
people. He graduated from high

school in 1941, then attended
school in Pasadena to earn
college credits before enlisting in
a military cadet training program
in 1942. Ed grew up building
model airplanes and always
wanted to be a pilot. In the
military, he was able to pursue
pilot training;

Ed first traveled to Omaha,
Nebraska, and Santa Ana,

California for basic training,

He flew over central California,
Texas, New Mexico, Nebraska,
Cuba, and Puerto Rico doing
missions. He dropped sacks of
flour from his plane as part of
the training, There was a series
of rigorous trainings at various
locations, where Ed first flew
small planes, then B-17s. He was
excited to fly the larger planes.
After graduating from the many

trainings, Ed went into B-29
training in Nebraska, where they
made up the crew of the bomb
group. He became part of the
sixth bomb group, consisting of
45 B-29 airplanes and their flight
crews and ground crews.

The policy was that no one
would fly with anyone they
didn’t like, and they didn’t have
to say why. In some cases, this
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