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The Soldier's Cross
By Ellen Manzo

Freedom is a light for which many 
have died in darkness.
In October, this publication featured 
a two-year anniversary update to our 
2016 inaugural story about the Veterans 
Memorial & Support Foundation.  The 
Veterans Memorial & Support Foundation 
is in the midst of running its Flame of 
Liberty Capital Campaign in support 
of building a veterans memorial planned 
for placement upon the redwood grove of 
the Civic Center lawn in downtown Los 
Gatos.  The memorial will commemorate 
active service members and veterans of 
the U.S. Army, Navy, Marines, Coast 
Guard, Air Force, Merchant Marines, 
and their families.  It will also honor first 
responders and the two Los Gatos heroes 
who bravely attempted to regain cockpit 
control during the September 11, 2001 
hijacking of United Flight 93 – Mark 
Bingham and Todd Beamer.  

The opportunity to build a memorial in 
such a prominent place in the center of 
Los Gatos is both a profound privilege and 
responsibility and certainly not one taken 
lightly by any Foundation member.  What 
did it take to secure an award-winning 
design for this memorial? The Foundation 
created multiple presentations, videos, and 
a one hour podcast, which they delivered 
online and at bidders conferences to the 
local and expanded arts community.  The 
board issued two national arts challenges 
to designers, architects, landscape 
architects and artists, and once responses 
were received, evaluated artist proposals, 
renderings, and financial considerations. 
The Foundation team then shared the 
multiple design concepts with Civic 
Center stakeholders for input and later 
displayed the renderings to the public 
who had an opportunity to weigh in with 
their vote on the Town’s website over the 
period of a month and a half.  Only then, 
was the Foundation board in the position 
to share the top two renderings and 
recommend a final selection to the Town 
Council. The evaluation process took 
multiple years, was exceptionally arduous 
and time-consuming.

Nationally recognized artist, Frank 
Kocian Morris, proposed the winning 
rendering titled The Flame of Liberty.  The 
memorial’s focal point is Liberty’s Flame, 
internal to which stands the Soldier’s 
Cross, a symbol adopted from a practice 
originating from the American Civil War.  

The Soldier’s Cross, also known as the 
Battlefield Cross, has no religious context.  
When troops hastily buried fallen soldiers 
between battles, the soldier’s rifle with a 
bayonet was stabbed into the ground as 
a marker to identify the eternal resting 
place of a soldier’s remains or to mark the 
location of the soldier’s remains for later 
removal.  Belongings were placed on the 
rifle so others would know who rested 
there. Decades later, the configuration of 
a gun pointed downward with a helmet 
perched on the stock was a more common 
sight during WWI and WWII.

Today, the Soldier’s Cross serves as a 
symbol and stands as a visible memory of a 
fallen soldier.  The contemporary Soldier’s 
Cross consists of the rifle which is key to a 
service member’s survival.  The bayonet is 
thrust into the ground signifying that the 
one who died perished in battle and paid 
the ultimate sacrifice.  It also conveys that 
the fight is over for this service member. 
The boots carry a service member through 
combat and are the most important means 
of transportation.  The boots, worn and 
dirty, are placed at the base of the rifle 
and represent this soldier’s final march. 
Dog tags have imprinted upon them the 
identifying information unique to each 
service member and are worn by all who 
serve irrespective of rank.  The dog tags 
hang from the rifle in the Soldier’s Cross 
symbolizing that this individual should 
never be forgotten. The helmet, never to 
be worn again, is placed on the butt of the 
rifle indicative of the great sacrifice that has 
occurred.

This symbolic replacement of a cross or 
marker serves as a means of showing 
respect for the fallen amongst the living 
members of the troops.  Many unit 
commanders have recognized the value of 
a memorial and encourage their people to 

pay their respects for their fallen brothers 
and sisters in arms at ceremonies typically 
conducted on base or at the site of the battle 
where traditional funerals are not possible.  
Chaplains will use the Soldier’s Cross as a 
visible representation in honor of one who 
has perished as the congregation celebrates 
the life of a fallen soldier.

Liberty’s flame, the Soldier’s Cross 
internal to Liberty’s torch, combined with 
the nighttime glow emanating from The 
Flame of Liberty Memorial, will portray 
the message that freedom is not free, it 
comes at a price and that the sacrifices of 
a few deliver the liberty enjoyed by many.

Have you reserved your mark to deliver 
honor, respect, and gratitude at the 
Flame of Liberty Memorial?  

Create history.  Be part of a 
legacy.  Contribute to the Flame 
of Liberty Campaign.  Visit www.
honorAvet.org or Facebook.com/
veteransmemorialfoundation/ to learn 
more.


