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'THE FLAME OF LIBERTY' 
DESIGN GETS THE NOD FOR 

VETERANS MEMORIAL 

Veterans'foundation is ready for 
the Fourth of July celebration 

BY JUDY PETERSON 

T
he town council handed the Veterans Memorial & 
Support Foundation of Los Gatos an early Inde
pendence Day present on June 21 when members 

unanimously approved "The Flame of Liberty'' design 
for the memorial that will be built at the civic center. 

The sculpture by artist Frank Morris features a 
transparent, antique-styled glass flame, with a "Soldier's 
Cross" helmet and inverted rifle nestled inside. 

The veterans' foundation plans to begin fundraising 
for the memorial during the town-wide Fourth of July 
celebration at Oak Meadow Park. 

"We're going to bring pictures of the memorial and 
we'll be talking to people about our plans," foundation 
president Kent Hillhouse said. 

Plans include selling commemorative bricks that will 
be used in the memorial's walkway. "People can buy 
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Dr. Lillian Soohoo 
Board Certified Dermatologist 

Dr. Soohoo specializes 
in general, cosmetic and 
pediatric dermatology 
and is also on the clinical 
faculty of Stanford Medical 
School. She welcomes new 
patients, as well as former 
patients to The Menkes 
Clinic, a state-of-the-art 
dermatology office. 

The Meokes Oinic 1650.962.4600 
2490 Hospital Drive, Suite 201, Mountain View 
Adjacent to El Camino Hospital I www.menkesclinic.com 
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Los Gatos Little Leaguer Tre Golino delivers a hit to help his team to a 25-4 win over Saratoga in the 
District 12 9-year-old all-star tournament. The win was one of three so far in pool play for Los Gatos in 
the tourney being played at the Lincoln Glen Little League field. 
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T
he town council handed the·Veterans Memorial & 
Support Foundation of Los Gatos an early Inde
pendence Day present on June 21 when members 

unanimously approved "The Flame of Liberty" design 
for the memorial that will be built at the civic center. 

The sculptlrre by artist Frank Morris features a 
'"M"?"lsparent, antique-styled glass flame, with a "Soldier's 

oss" helmet and inverted rifle nestled inside. 
The veterans' foundation plans to begin fundraising 

for the memorial during the'town-wide Fourth of July 
celebration at Oak Meadow Park. 

'We're going to bring pictures of the memorial and 
we'll be talking to people about our plans," foundation 
president Kent Hillhouse said. 

tans include selling commemorative bricks that will 
used in the memorial's walkway. "People can buy 

Veterans. page 10 



PHOTOGRAPH BY GEORGE SAKKESTAD 

Beach Back-Up 
Ready for round two? S. Santa Cruz Avenue.at Wood Road will be closed 
July 2-4 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the town's continuing effort to divert 
beach traffic away from downtown. Last weekend's closure, however, 
apparently did not keep the traffic from coming. The traffic app Waze 
reported gridlock downtown on Saturday afternoon, and several 
residents emailed to say downtown parking lots were sitting empty. 
Many residents turned to social media to vent their frustrations, while 
others expressed hope the street closure would eventually work. S. 
Santa Cruz is scheduled to be clo�ed again on July 9-10. 
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one to honor a family mem
ber and their service to our 
country," Hillhouse said. 

The bricks will be sold 
in different configurations 
and, depending on the 
brick's size and inscrip
tion, will cost $250 to $1,000 
apiece. Hillhouse doesn't 
yet know how many bricks 
can be sold, but he said it's 
a "substantial number since 
we can put them all around 
the walkway area." 

The foundation needs 
to raise anywhere from 
$750,000 to $1 million to 
build the memorial. 

''We're hopeful a lot of 
the site work can be done 
in-kind," Hillhouse said. 
"We're working with con-

tractors like George Hall 
from Maxicon on Main

Street. He worked on San 
Jose's Vietnam Memorial." 

Hillhquse hbpes resi
dents attending the July 
Fourth celebration will

make a point of stopping by 
the foundation's red, white 
and blue booth. "We'll be 
handing out small Ameri
can flags and T-shirts in 
exchange for donations," 
he said. 

In addition to honoring 
veterans, the Los Gatos 
memorial will honor first 
responders and 9/11 heroes 
Mark Bingham and Todd 
Beamer. The Los Gatos 
residents were aboard 
United flight 93 when it 
was hijacked by terrorists 
and were among the pas
sengers who tried to retake 
the plane before it crashed 
in Pennsylvania. 

"Memorials are about 
people like that," Hillhouse 
said. 

He added that memori
als are also about Los Gatos 
men and women who are 
on active duty, and recent 
returnees from Afghani
stan and Iraq whose names 
will be called out during the 
town's July Fourth celebra
tion. "We have a lot of ac
tive duty men and women 
on the list. It keeps grow
ing," Hillhouse said. 

Hillhouse, by the way, is a 
retired U.S. Army Reserve 
major general who served 
in Vietnam. 

Visit bit. ly /LosGatos 
VeteransMemorial 
and honoravet.org for 
more information on the 
memorial. The town's 
Fourth of July celebration 
at Oak Meadow Park runs 
from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
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